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TOWN OF CORTLANDVILLE ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS 
 Public Hearing/Meeting Minutes - Tuesday, 28 June 2016 – 7 PM 

Town Hall Court Room – 3577 Terrace Road – Cortland, NY 
 
Board Members    (*absent) Others Present 
David Plew, Chairman Bruce Weber, Planning/Zoning Officer 
John Finn Joan E. Fitch, Board Secretary  
Thomas Bilodeau John B. Folmer, Town Attorney 

*Lenore LeFevre 
Joanne Aloi 
  

Applicants & Public Present 
Phi Nguyen, Applicant; Fred Waffner, Sharon Stevans (Ch. 2 Volunteer).  
 
The Public Hearing was opened at 7 p.m. by Chairman David Plew, who read aloud the 
Legal Notice as published in the Cortland Standard on 16 June 2016, as follows: 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that a public hearing before the Zoning Board of Appeals of 
the Town of Cortlandville will be held Tuesday, June 28, 2016 at 7 p.m. at the 
Raymond G. Thorpe Municipal Building, 3577 Terrace Road, in the Town of 
Cortlandville, New York, to consider the following application pursuant to the 1986 
Zoning Law:  

1. In the matter of the application of Phi Nguyen for property located at 762 NYS 
Route 13, Tax Map No. 105.11-01-01.000, for a variance in the terms and 
conditions of Article XVIII, Section 178-111 to allow for two signs to be located 
less than 15’ from a property line. 

The above application is open to inspection at the office of Bruce A. Weber, Planning & 
Zoning Officer, Raymond G. Thorpe Municipal Building, 3577 Terrace Road, Cortland, 
New York, call (607) 756-7052 or (607) 423-7490. Persons wishing to appear at such 
hearing may do so in person, by Attorney, or other representative. Communications in 
writing in relation thereto may be filed with the Board or at such hearing. 
  
  David Plew, Chairperson 
  Zoning Board of Appeals 
 

 (Note: Proof of Publication has been placed on file for the record.) 
 
 

PUBLIC HEARING    
 
Phi Nguyen, Applicant/Reputed Owner – 762 NYS Route 13 – TM #105.11-01-01.000 – Two 
Signs Closer to Property Line than Allowed 
Chairman Plew recognized the applicant who was seeking an area variance to erect two signs at 
the locations along Route 13 as shown on the sketch accompanying the application.  The 
proposed signs would advertise his nail salon business.  Chairman Plew then read aloud a 27 
June 2016 letter received from Brian McMahon who owns the adjacent property at 780 NYS 
Route 13; Mr. McMahon stated, “I do not want any signs located on the property line between 
Mr. Nguyen and my parcels.”  A copy of this letter has been placed on file for the record. 
 
Chairman Plew then read aloud another statement (undated) from the owners of Shipwreck Golf 
Inc. located at 759 NYS Route 13, Patricia and Stephen Jordan.  The Jordans objected to the 
business having two signs, but had no problem with one sign in the middle of the property; a 
copy of this letter has also been placed on file for the record. 
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Chairman Plew asked the applicant if he would like to address the Board, and Mr. Nguyen stated 
he wanted two signs because of the speed of those driving down the road.  He felt that with a 
speed limit of 45 MPH, those driving by might miss one sign, so two would be better.  Chairman 
Plew then asked the applicant how he would feel about one sign “in the middle.”  Mr. Nguyen felt 
this would not be as visible. 
 
Chairman Plew asked if there were any other questions/comments from the audience; there were 
as follows: 
 

Fred Waffner – Has business next door on the south side.  Driveways are 6 feet apart.  
Applicant has placed temporary signs that takes away his visibility to exit his driveway.  
Signs are a safety hazard.  Impacts line of sight on Route 13.  Previous business 
always had one sign in the middle.  The way the road curves, the middle is a perfect 
place to have a sign. 

With everyone heard who wished to be heard, 
Chairman Plew closed the Public Hearing at 7:07 p.m. 

 
 

DISCUSSION/DECISION 
Chairman Plew commented that he had visited the site and thinks one sign in the middle of the 
subject parcel would be sufficient, set back to the paved parking area.    Member John Finn also 
was not in favor of two signs; however, he suggested it was not clear where the entrance is, and 
one sign in the middle would be sufficient. 
 
Placement of one sign was discussed.  The required setback is 15 feet which is right at the right-
of-way line.  For a zero setback, which requires a variance, advised CEO Bruce Weber, the sign 
would have to be on the blacktop.   
 
Chairman Plew asked the applicant what his hardship would be if the variance was denied, and 
Mr. Nguyen responded that people wouldn’t be able to see his business. 
 
CEO Weber suggested having a ‘V’ sign, with a maximum eight-foot height.  The Board discussed 
this approach and all felt it was a good compromise, but would allow the applicant to chose 
which option he would like. 
 
At the conclusion of their discussion, a motion was made by Member Tom Bilodeau to grant 
the area variance with the option of one sign perpendicular to the road OR two signs in a 
‘V,’ side by side, with a maximum of eight feet from the ground to the top of the sign, 
placed in the middle of the property on the existing blacktop.  The motion was seconded 
by Member Joanne Aloi, with the vote recorded as follows: 
 Ayes: Chairman Plew Nays: None  
 Member Finn 
 Member Bilodeau 
 Member Aloi Absent: Member LeFevre  
Motion passed. 

This becomes Action #21 of 2016. 
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APPROVAL OF MINUTES – 4/26/16 & 5/31/16 
A motion was made by Member John Finn to approve the Minutes of the 26 April and 31 
May 2016 meeting Minutes, as submitted.  The motion was seconded by Member Bilodeau, 
with the vote recorded as follows: 
 Ayes: Chairman Plew Nays: None  
 Member Finn 
 Member Bilodeau 
 Member Aloi Absent: Member LeFevre  
Motion passed. 

This becomes Action #22 of 2016. 
 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
At 7:25 p.m., on a motion by Member Finn, seconded by Member Aloi, with everyone present 
voting in the affirmative, the meeting was adjourned.  
 
 
 
 
 

__ _________________       
Joan E. Fitch, Board Secretary Emailed to KS/KP, Bd. Members, JBF, 
 BW, DD, DC on 7/22/16. 
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